Council avoids
repair shop fight

Car dealer drops
proposal shortly before
scheduled vote,
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A showdown between de-
velopment and environmen-
tal interests over building on
the Edwards Aquifer re-
charge zone was  averted
Thursday when an auto deal-
ership withdrew its request
before City Couneil to open a
repair shop in the sensitive
area.

Ken Brown, a lobbyist rep-
resenting Gunn Huonda,
pulled the itemn before the
conmeil could consider it af
ter  learning  there  were
enourh votes to reject the
proposal because of concerns
that paint and other hazard-
ous materials at the facility
could jeopardize the area’s
drinking water supply

Farlier Thursday, Mayor Ed
Garza named two task l[orees
to address other major issues
facing the citw

The task forces will he
chargod  with  looking  for
ways 1o pull the San Antonio
Symphony out of its financial
tailapin and to address the
city's problems with hunger
ared homelessness,

Mike De La Garza of MDLG
& Associates  was  named
chairman of the symphony
task force, which will look
for short-term and long-terim
financial remedies, Unable to
meet its pavroll for almost a
month and more than $1.4
million in debt, the sympho-
nyv's board voted to file for
Chapter 11 bankrupley pro-
tection this wesak.

The homelessness  task
force will be co-chaired hy
Councilman  Julian  Castro
and Councilwoman Patii Ra-
dle and will be asked (o devel-
op a five-vear plan lo combat
hunger and homelessness in
the city [t 15 being commis-

sioned lesz than two months
after a series of stories in the
San Antonio  Express-News
highlighted how Little the city
is spending on programs af-
fecting the homeless in coin-
parison to other major cities.

Meanwhile, the: {Gunn
Homda issue tested the com-
mitment of council members
to protect the recharge sone.

Brown was prepared tooar-
gue that the plammed facility
at Loop 1604 and Hausman
Road would have ineluded
enough safepuards to protect
the environmentally sensitive
recharge zone, despite con-
cerns to the contrary,

But opponents of the Haus
man  relocation, which in-
clude city staff, San Antonio
Water Svstem officials and a
member of the Edwards
Aguifer  Authority,  argued
that the aguifers safety could
not be guarantecd.

The proposed repair facil-
ity would involve the storage
and uze of hazardous materi
als over the recharge zone
and as a result would in-
crease the possibility that the
agquifer confd be contami-
natil.

Councilman Art Hall,
whose NMorthwest Side Ds-
trict would have included the
proposed  facility, issued a
statoment before Thursday's
council meeting saving that
he could not support the pro-
jeel. He noted that auto deal-
erships were not by defini
tion a threar to the aquifer
but that service facilities at-
tached to those dealerships
pose a risk.

At least eight council mem-
bers supported Hall's posi-
tion, he said, which means
Gunn’s proposal would have
filed had it gotten to a vote.

Brown said Gunn will at-
tempt o locate the proposed
dealership and vepair facility
io another site that conld be
over the recharge zone b
outside of the city's jurisdic
f1om.
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